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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, 
or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 16 and 17 are drawn to a "program" perse as recited in the preamble and 
as such is non-statutory subject matter. See MPEP § 2106.IV.B.1 .a. Data structures 
not claimed as embodied in computer readable media are descriptive material per se 
and are not statutory because they are not capable of causing functional change in the 
computer. See, e.g., Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31 USPQ2d at 1760 (claim to a 
data structure per se held nonstatutory). Such claimed data structures do not define 
any structural and functional interrelationships between the data structure and other 
claimed aspects of the invention, which permit the data structure's functionality to be 
realized. In contrast, a claimed computer readable medium encoded with a data 
structure defines structural and functional interrelationships between the data structure 
and the computer software and hardware components which permit the data structure's 
functionality to be realized, and is thus statutory. Similarly, computer programs claimed 
as computer listings per se, i.e., the descriptions or expressions of the programs are not 
physical "things." They are neither computer components nor statutory processes, as 
they are not "acts" being performed. Such claimed computer programs do not define 
any structural and functional interrelationships between the computer program and 
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which permit the computer program's 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mikawa (US Publication Number 20020097645) in view of Osawa (JP Publication 
Number 2001176189). 

In regards to claims 1, 12, 13, 16, and 17, Mikawa discloses a recording medium 
managing apparatus comprising: recording medium readout means for reading out 
recording information from a first area on a loaded recording medium (Fig. 4, element 
109); identification information supplying means for supplying identification information 
(Fig. 4, element 115);and management information storing means for storing 
management information linking identification information recorded in the second area 
and attribute information for content items of the recording medium recording the 
identification information (Figs. 5-6), wherein the recording medium readout means (Fig. 
4, element 109) updates management information of the management information 
storing means by reading out the identification information from the second area and 
reading out the attribute information from a third area on the recording medium when 
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the recording information indicates that the second area is used for recording (Fig. 5, 
Step 509 or 515 update the database; Paragraphs [0099] and [0100]). However, 
Mikawa does not disclose a recording medium writing means for prohibiting writing the 
identification information in a second area on the recording medium when first recording 
information indicates that the second area is used for recording and for writing the 
identification information in the second area and writing second recording information 
indicating that the second area is used for recording in the first area when the first 
recording information indicates that the second area is not used for recording. 
In the same field of endeavor, Osawa discloses a recording medium writing means for 
prohibiting writing the identification information in a second area on the recording 
medium when first recording information indicates that the second area is used for 
recording (Fig. 8, step 51 and 59; Paragraph [0088]) and for writing the identification 
information in the second area and writing second recording information indicating that 
the second area is used for recording in the first area when the first recording 
information indicates that the second area is not used for recording (Fig. 8, Steps 51 
and 52; Paragraph [0099]). At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill to combine the recording medium management apparatus of 
Mikawa to prohibit the writing of ID information if one is already recorded as suggested 
by Osawa. The motivation for doing so would have been to prevent illegal copying on 
the medium. 

In regards to claim 2, Mikawa discloses the recording medium managing 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein, the identification information supplying means 
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(Fig. 4, element 109) includes apparatus information storing means for storing 
apparatus information unique to the recording medium managing apparatus (Fig. 4, 
element 100 management device had the ID store in the HDD 409) and counting means 
for generating a unique serial number at the recording medium managing apparatus, 
and at least part of the identification information includes the apparatus information and 
the serial number (Fig. 4, element 1 1 5; Paragraph [0041 ]). 

In regards to claim 3, Mikawa discloses the recording medium managing 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein, the identification information supplying means 
includes character string inputting means for inputting a predetermined character string, 
and at least part of the identification information includes the character string input by 
the character string inputting means (Fig. 4, 117; Paragraph [0041], ID includes TOD 
which is a character string). 

In regards to claim 4, Mikawa discloses the recording medium managing 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein, the third area on the recording medium stores 
an index file including the attribute information (Fig. 6), and the recording medium 
readout means reads out the attribute information from the index file and updates the 
management information of the management information storing means (Fig. 4, element 
409 stores the management information to be readout 411 and update in the database 
unit 405). 

In regards to claim 5, Mikawa discloses the recording medium managing 
apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: menu generating means (Fig. 4, 
element 415) for generating a menu displaying the attribute information of content items 
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of the recording medium on the basis of the management information stored in the 
management information storing means (Figs. 6 and 7; Paragraph [0111]). 

In regards to claim 6, Mikawa discloses the recording medium managing 
apparatus according to claim 5, further comprising: character string inputting means for 
inputting a predetermined character string; and name conversion information storing 
means for storing name conversion information linking the identification information and 
a character string input by the character string inputting means (Paragraph [0102]), 
wherein, the recording medium writing means updates the name conversion information 
of the name conversion information storing means when writing the identification 
information in the second area (Paragraph [0103]), and the menu generating means 
displays a character string together with the attribute information, the character string 
being linked to the identification information of the recording medium by the name 
conversion information (Paragraph [0111]). 

In regards to claim 7, Mikawa discloses the recording medium managing 
apparatus according to claim 5, further comprising: instruction inputting means for 
assigning the content item to be played using the menu, wherein the recording medium 
readout means reads out the content item if the recording medium storing the assigned 
content item is loaded (Paragraph [0119]). 

In regards to claim 8, Mikawa discloses the recording medium managing 
apparatus according to claim 7, further comprising: network connecting means for 
communicating with a network connecting another recording medium managing 
apparatus (Fig. 4, apparatus 100 and 400 is connected by I/O interface), wherein, if the 
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recording medium storing the assigned content items is not loaded, the recording 
medium readout means inquires the other recording medium managing apparatus 
through the network connecting means whether or not the recording medium is loaded 
(Fig. 3) and, if the recording medium is loaded into the other recording medium 
managing apparatus, the recording medium readout means requests the transmission 
of the assigned content item (Fig. 3, step 317 the file is update). 

In regards to claims 9 and 15, Mikawa discloses the recording medium managing 
apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: content-supplying means for 
supplying a content item; suspended-content-storing means for storing a content item 
suspended from being written in a recording medium (Fig. 4, element 409); and 
suspension information storing means for storing suspension information linking 
identification information of a recording medium that is the recording destination of the 
suspended content item and attribute information of the suspended content item 
(Paragraph [0085]), wherein, if the recording medium that is the recording destination of 
the content item supplied from the content-supplying means is not loaded, the recording 
medium writing means stores the supplied content item in the suspended-content- 
storing means and updates the suspension information of the suspension information 
storing means (Paragraph [0086]). 

In regards to claims 10 and 14, Mikawa discloses the recording medium 
managing apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the recording medium readout 
means detects suspension information including the identification information read out 
from the second area from the suspension information storing means (Fig. 4, element 
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411), and the recording medium writing means records the suspended content item 
stored in the suspended-content-storing means on the recording medium on the basis 
of the attribute information included in the detected suspension information and updates 
the management information of the management information storing means 
(Paragraphs [0096-[0099]). 

In regards to claim 11, Mikawa discloses the recording medium managing 
apparatus according to claim 10, further comprising: network connecting means for 
communicating with a network connecting another recording medium managing 
apparatus (Fig. 4, elements 100 and 400), wherein the recording medium readout 
means inquires the other recording medium managing apparatus through the network 
connecting means whether or not the other recording medium managing apparatus 
stores the suspension information including the identification information read out from 
the second area (Fig. 4, element 409) and, if the suspension information is stored in the 
other recording medium managing apparatus (Paragraph [0093]), requests the 
transmission of the suspended content item related to the suspension information to the 
other recording medium managing apparatus, and the recording medium writing means 
records the suspended content item transmitted from the other recording medium 
managing apparatus or the recording medium and updates the management 
information of the management information storing means (Paragraphs [0097]-[0099]). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LINH T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5513. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571-272-4483. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Thang V. Tran/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 
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May 6, 2008 



